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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1. (currently amended) A computer-implemented search processing method, 
comprising: 

searching a predetermined document group according to a first search condition 
specified by a user to extract data of a plurality of documents from a storage that stores said 
predetermined document group : 

transforming said data of said plurality of documents into date -information to indicate 
said data of said plurality of documents to said user in a first display form and to enable said 
user to select eaefr-ajJisplay item to be utilized as a second search condition in a following 
processing-key, and outputting the transformed da teinformation ; 

extracting data of documents corresponding to said display i tems d i rect l y or indirectly 
item selected by said user; and 

transforming said data of said documents corresponding to said selected display ite ms 
item into data -information to indicate said data of said documents to said user in a second 
display form specified by said user and to enable said user to select eaeh-a_display item 
STOG i fi e d -- bas e d"Qn"Sa i 4 - data"Of - saM - d<?eurf H? Rte" to be utilized as a third search condition in a 
following processing-key, and outputting the transformed da teinformation . 

2. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein each said first and second display forms is at least either of 

a form showing indications of extracted documents that have been classified by used 

extracted documents , 

a form showing indications of said extracted documents, and segments between the 
indications, eaeh"SaM4Rd4eatk>F^ said segment 

representing a degree of relevancy between said extracted documents, that is calculated by 
used words in said extracted documents , 
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a form showing a graph representing a result obtained by classifying and aggregating 
said extracted documents based on used words in said extracted documents ; 

a form showing used words in said extracted documents and co n nection lines segments 
representing a degree of relevancy among said used words, and 

a form showing first indications of document groups, second indications of used wordsjn 
said extracted documents , and connect i on li nes segments between said first i nd i cat i on - 
indications and said second i nd i cai i on indications , each sa i d f i rst i nd i cat i on i nc l ud ing a specific 
matter- said document group being composed of said extracted documents associated by said-a 
specific matter, and each of_said connect i on li ne segments representing a degree of relevancy 
between said document group and said used word. 

3. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said first transforming comprises: 

c lu ster i ng - each - dividing said plurality of documents d ocumen t - into clusters by using said 
data of said plurality of documents; 

extracting second data to be displayed conc e rn i ng a di sp lay matter predefi ned for sa i d 
first-d -i sp l ay-for - m- from said data of said plurality of documents , wherein a type of the extracted 
second data is predefined for said first display form ; and 

generating , for each said cluster, information -date to display the extracted second data 
to be utilized as said second search condition in said following processing concern i nq sa i d 
d+s#lay--ma-tter--a-s--sak£-fell©wm^^ 

4. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said first transforming comprises: 

calculating a degree of relevancy between said plurality of documents by using said data 
of said plurality of documents; 

extracting , for each of said plurality of documents a data item to be displayed son^em i ng 
a--disf>tey-ffia4ter--pfe^ said data of 

said plurality of documents , wherein a type of said data item is predefined for said first display 
form ; and 

generating data -information to display satd- the extracted data items to be utilized as said 
second search condition in said following processing in G0RG e m i fHi - sa i 4 - 4 i &p l a - y -- m - attef ; --e ac l- i 

f-said following processing-key, 
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and a segment that connects between said data items and represents the calculated degree of 
relevancy between said documents corresponding to said data items. 

5. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said first transforming comprises: 

e l ass4f - ¥mg - dividing said plurality of documents into classes based on used words 
included in said data of said plurality of documents, and counting a number of documents in 
each said class based on a specific matter predefined for said first display form; and 

q ono rat o d a ta generating information to display the counting result. 

6. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said first transforming comprises: 

calculating a degree of relevancy between used words included in said data of said 
plurality of documents; and 

generating data- information to display said used words to be utilized as said second 
search condition in said following processing k eys, and a segment that connects between said 
used words and represents the calculated degree of relevancy between said used words. 

7. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said first transforming comprises: 

relating said plurality of documents into document groups based on a specific matter 
predefined for said first display form; 

calculating a degree of relevancy between said document group and each a_used word 
included in said data of said plurality of documents; and 

generating date -information to display said document greup-as sa i d-fe jl ew i n - g - firee e srS i Rg 
kevr -g roups by said data of said specific matter, and the calculated degree of relevancy between 
said document group and said used word T by a segment connecting between said document 
group and said used word , wherein said document group and said used word are to be utilized 
as said second search condition in said following processing . 

8. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said second transforming comprises: 
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ek - jstering - eaefo - dividing said documents corresponding to said selected display item into 

clusters d eeument-bv using said data of said documents corresponding to said selected display 

item s^ e c l f -ie d - frem-sa i d se l ected disp l ay i t e ms ; 

extracting third data to be displayed concerning a d i sp l ay matter predefi ned for said 

seeeRd-4jspkjy-fGFm-from said data of tbe-sBeetfied- said documents corresponding to said 

selected display item, wherein a type of the extracted third data is predefined for said second 

display form ; and 

generating , for each said cluster, data- information to display the extracted third data to 
be utilized as said third search condition in said following processing conc o rn i nq sa i d d i sp l ay 
matter as sa i d fo ll ow i ng process i ng key for each cluster . 



9. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said second transforming comprises: 

calculating a degree of relevancy between said documents corresponding to said 
selected display item by using said data of said documents corresponding to said selected 
display item spec i f i ed from sa i d se l ected d i splay i tems ; 

extracting , for each said documents corresponding to said selected display item, a data 

ea ch sa i d sp e c i f ie d docum e nt, from said data of \h<~ specified said documents corresponding to 

generating data- information to display said- the extracted data items eefte-ef n i ng s a i d 
d f &p [ ay -- matter r e aGh -- &a i d -- da t a4^ 

to be utilized as said third search condition in said following processing-key, and a segment that 
connects between said data items and represents the calculated degree of relevancy between 
said sp e e i f ie d -documents corresponding to said selected display item . 



10. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said second transforming comprises: 

classifying dividing said documents specified from sa i d s oio ctod d i s play items 
corresponding to said selected display item into classes based on used words included in said 
data of t^-speei-fied- said documents corresponding to said selected display item , and counting 
a number of documents in each said class based on a specific matter predefined for said 
second display form; and 

gefie-r-ate-da-ta- generating information to display the counting result. 
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11. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said second transforming comprises: 

calculating a degree of relevancy between used words included in said data of said 
deeumefyts- documents corresponding to said selected display items B&etfled-freB^-tte-setee^ 
d is p l ay -i tem s; and 

generating data -information to display said used words to be utilized as said third search 
condition of said following processing-keys, and a segment that connects between said used 
words and represents the calculated degree of relevancy between said used words. 

12. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said second transforming comprises: 

categorizing said documents corresponding to said selected display item spec i f i ed from 
t he-se i eeted-d i sp l ay- i tems- into document groups based on a specific matter predefined for said 
fif&t- second display form; 

calculating a degree of relevancy between said document group and each a_used word 
included in said data of the spec i f i ed said documents corresponding to said selected display 
item ; and 

generating data- information to display said document group as s ai d fo llow ] < es? 
kevr -groups by said data of said specific matter, and the calculated degree of relevancy between 
said document group and said used word-,- by a segment connecting between said document 
group and said used word , said document group and said work to be utilized as said third 
search condition in said following processing . 

13. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1 , wherein a document included in said predetermined document group is a 
patent document, and said display item is either of bibliographic information of said patent 
document and a used word in said patent document. 

14. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein at least either of said first and second transformings comprises 
specifying a display program corresponding to a display form, and generating date- information 
for said display program. 
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15. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing method as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein at least either of said first and second display forms is an arbitrary 
combination of predefined display forms. 

16. (currently amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions to control 
a processor to perform a method comprising program embod i ed on a m edium, for ca^s + ftq-a 
computer to e x ec ut e a search process i ng, sa i d program compr i s i ng : 

searching a predetermined document group according to a first search condition 
specified by a user to extract data of a plurality of documents from a storage that stores said 
predetermined document group ; 

transforming said data of said plurality of documents into data -information to indicate 
said data of said plurality of documents to said user in a first display form and to enable said 
user to select each a_display item to be utilized as second search condition in- as a following 
processing-key, and outputting the transformed eat ainformation ; 

extracting data of documents corresponding to said display item&-t14fe€tl-y--9f-4f^ireG t ly 
item selected by said user; and 

transforming said data of said documents corresponding to said selected display Items 
mte-date- item into information to indicate said data of said documents to said user in a second 
display form specified by said user and to enable said user to select ea#t~a_display item 
spec i f ie d based on sa i d data of sa i d documents as to be utilized as a third search condition in a 
following processing-key, and outputting the transformed deta information . 

17. (currently amended) The computer readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 16, wherein each said first and second display forms is at least either of 

a form showing indications of extracted documents that have been classified by used 
wo rd s , each sa i d i nd i cat i on i nc l ud i ng a predef i ned d i sp l ay matter of sa i d document in said 
extracted documents , 

a form showing indications of said extracted documents, and segments between the 
indications, o a ch said i nd i cat i on i nc l ud i ng a prodofinod d i sp l ay matte r, and each said segment 
representing a degree of relevancy between said extracted documents, that is calculated by 
used words in said extracted documents , 

a form showing a graph representing a result obtained by classifying and aggregating 
said extracted documents based on used words in said extracted documents ; 
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a form showing used words in said extracted documents and- Gemee - t i m -ti Res segments 

representing a degree of relevancy among said used words, and 

a form showing first indications of document groups, second indications of used words, 

in said extracted documents and connect i on lines segments between said first indication 

indications and said second md^ferveaelvsaid-f^ 

indications said document group being composed of said extracted documents associated by 
sa44-a_specific matter, and each of_said connect i on l i ne segments representing a degree of 
relevancy between said document group and said used word. 

18. (currently amended) A search processing apparatus, comprising: 

a search unit to - seafc l i- that searches a predetermined document group according to a 
first search condition specified by a user to extract data of a plurality of documents; 

a first transformer to transform that transforms said data of said plurality of documents 
into date- information to indicate said data of said plurality of documents to said user in a first 
display form and to enable said user to select eaeh - a_display item as- to be utilized as a second 
search condition a following processing-key, and outputting the transformed da teinformation ; 

an extractor to ext r act that extracts data of documents corresponding to said display 
iterffi-dtfee-ti-v--or4r->difecliy- item selected by said user; and 

a second transformer to transform that transforms said data of said documents 
corresponding to said selected display Hems-item into date -information to indicate said data of 
said documents to said user in a second display form specified by said user and to enable said 
user to select e ach -a_display item sf> e G i f ie d - ba se 4 o f > s a i 4 date - Qf saj 4 do6^m e Rts - a s to be 
utilized as a third search condition in a following processing-key, and outputting the transformed 
da teinformation . 

19. (currently amended) The computer-implemented search processing apparatus 
as set forth in claim 17, wherein each said first and second display forms is at least either of 

a form showing indications of extracted documents that have been classified by used 
wo rd s, each s a i d i nd i cat i on i nc l ud i ng a predefined disp l ay matter of sa i d document in said 
extracted documents , 

a form showing indications of said extracted documents, and segments between the 
indications,-8 a€ {- v sai 4 -i f H fe a to - v i ^^ each said segment 

representing a degree of relevancy between said extracted documents, that is calculated by 
used words in said extracted documents , 
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a form showing a graph representing a result obtained by classifying and aggregating 
said extracted documents based on used words in said extracted documents ; 

a form showing used words in said extracted documents and -Gen f i e e - t i oft -ti R es -segments 
representing a degree of relevancy among said used words, and 

a form showing first indications of document groups, second indications of used words, 
in said extracted documents, and connect i on l i nes segments between said first ind i cat i on 
indications and said second i nd i cat i on, each sa i d first i nd i cat i on i nc l ud ing a specific 
malte findications , said document group being composed of said extracted documents 
associated by sai4-a_specific matter, and each of said connect i on li no segments representing a 
degree of relevancy between said document group and said used word. 



